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January 23, 1996 
Dear Carbondale News: 


My maternal grandmother’s sister, Edna Pearl Loomis, appears in the 
Foster photograph of the Carbondale High School Class of 1904 that was 
published on page 4 of the January 11, 1996 issue of the CARBONDALE 
NEWS. Edna Loomis is the young woman just below the very center of the 
photograph. (I have placed a check mark on the photo in the enclosed xerox 
copy of the photograph.) 

Edna Loomis was the daughter of Theron Orsemus Loomis and Mary 
Emma Squire. She was born on December 29, 1885 in Clinton Township, 
Wayne County. In the early years of the twentieth century, the Loomis family 
moved to Carbondale and resided at 161 Lincoln Avenue. 

In the fall following her graduation from Carbondale High School, on 
June 24, 1904, she began teaching, and continued teaching until June 1938. 
She taught four years in the rural schools of Wayne County, seven years in 
the Jermyn borough schools, twelve years in the Carbondale High School, 
and eleven years in the Central High School, Scranton. In February 1927, she 
received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Penn State, and in August 1932, 
her Master of Arts degree from the same college 

On July 20, 1938, she married Leroy Besley Loomis. She died on July 
4, 1976 in Highland Park, Michigan. 

The other members of Edna Loomis’ high school class, which were 
graduated in the 23™ annual commencement exercises of the school, held in 
the Assembly Room, are: 

Ruth C. Bailey, Catherine Fineran, Bridgett Howard, Katherine 
Kirkwood, Susan McMinn, Gertrude Powell, Jessie Reese, Grace Stone, 
Mattie Thomas, Helen Watkins, Margaret Boland, Hazel Gardner, Edith 
Jones, Gertrude Linnen, Mabel Lowry, Margaret O’Boyle, Anna Pengelly, 
Marjorie Spencer, Lois Tryon, Mary Wade, Mary Williams, Otto Brunner, 
Ridgeway Lathrope, Fred Lewis, Will Davis, Will Glennon, Edward Mills, 
Frank Duffy, Lasley Lee, Raymond Ward. 

The class valedictorian was Lasley Lee; the salutatorian was Ruth 
Bailey. The role of Portia (M. of V.) was performed by Edna Loomis. 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert Powell 


